
So today we are talking about Peter’s first epistle. And I thought it would be good to 
start with reminding everyone about Peter…  He was a fisherman that was called as 
one of Jesus’ 12 disciples, he was referred to by Jesus as his rock, and was told that 
he would be given the keys to the kingdom of heaven. In art we frequently see him 
depicted with these keys and you may have heard reference to St Peter standing at 
the pearly gates of heaven.  

But I’m not sure that is exactly what Jesus was meaning. The Kingdom of Heaven is 
something that Jesus talked a lot about through his ministry and is also an important 
theme here in Peter- even though it is not explicitly stated. So what is this kingdom?  
 
The Kingdom of Heaven could be taken literally, as a place where God rules, that sits 
beyond a gate, with Peter sitting at the gates of heaven, holding the keys.  
 
But I think the kingdom of heaven as Jesus spoke about it and as Peter alludes to here 
in this passage is in fact less of a distant place that we might get to someday, that is 
behind a gate, and more of a concept - less tangible but current and present and 
happening here on earth.  
 
In Matthew’s gospel Jesus speaks a lot about the Kingdom of Heaven or the Kingdom 
of God in parables, and we see it described as less of a place and more of a process, 
or course of events, where God begins to govern and take his place as king or Lord 
here on earth. The Kingdom of Heaven is something that is in action- it 
is God manifesting who He is in the world of men. This is a much more challenging 
concept than thinking of it as a place. It is describing something that is ‘becoming’ and 
that is happening right now in our present reality and is ultimately the fulfilment of 
God’s will here on earth.  
 
The Kingdom of God is sometimes referred to as an upside down kingdom by the 
world’s standard. It’s a kingdom where status and privilege, wealth and justice- things 
that we may associate with earthy kingdoms- are less important than grace and mercy 
and loving and serving one another. We see this earthly looking kingdom in all its 
magnificence turned on its head and this tree standing upright serving as a symbol of 
the kingdom of God.  
 
Jesus said in Matthew 13:31 “The kingdom of heaven is like a mustard seed, which a 
man took and planted in his field. 32Though it is the smallest of all seeds, yet when it 
grows, it is the largest of garden plants and becomes a tree, so that the birds come 
and perch in its branches.” It is this beautiful symbol of God growing something 
magnificent from something that is seemingly insignificant.  
So, Jesus says to Peter that he has been given the keys to this kingdom and here, in 
this epistle, we see him living this out by encouraging new Christians to understand 
and engage with this Kingdom.  
 
I want to walk through this passage a bit at a time and in fact I want to start with just 
the first word. The first word is therefore and this essentially refers to a conclusion 
from the points that have been made previously in the letter. The therefore is 
highlighting an application from the concept that has just been explained. And just 
before this, in Chapter 3, Peter is reminding his readers about how Jesus was the 
lamb of God, the perfect sacrifice to redeem us to God.  In Ch 3:vs.18-22 is says. 



 
18 For Christ also suffered once for sins, the righteous (Jesus) for the unrighteous 
(that’s us), to bring you to God. He was put to death in the body (his crucifixion) but 
made alive in the Spirit (his resurrection).   
Goes on to say that essentially, we are saved: by the resurrection of Jesus 
Christ, 22 who has gone into heaven and is at God’s right hand—with angels, 
authorities and powers in submission to him. 
 
So basically, Jesus being completely righteous, unblemished, and holy- the son of 
God sent to earth as a man- has suffered and sacrificed himself to give us, who are 
unrighteous by definition of being imperfect humans, a pardon from all of those 
mistakes. Because of this, he paves the way for us to be sanctified and have a 
relationship with God, to be able to enter God’s presence, and ultimately spend 
eternity with Him.  So, Peter is saying therefore: 
 
Ch4: 1-2 Therefore, since Christ suffered in his body, arm yourselves also with the 
same attitude, because whoever suffers in the body is done with sin. 2 As a result, they 
do not live the rest of their earthly lives for evil human desires, but rather for the will of 
God. 
 
Peter is essentially asking the early church, and is still asking us now, to align 
ourselves with this path of Christ who suffered in his body in order to redeem us from 
sin- to forgive us and save us from those things that separate from God.  
 
Peter is making a case- that should we suffer, which many of us will throughout our 
lives, that if we are prepared with this same attitude, that this suffering will not destroy 
us, but provide us with an opportunity to share in Christ’s resurrection- to be done with 
sin.  This passage is basically suggesting that through suffering comes transformation 
and growth toward something that looks less like what the world cares about and looks 
more like the Kingdom of God. Peter articulates this in vs 2 as a change in desires- 
from those that are purely material and earthly, to those that have a higher purpose 
that is associated with the will of God.  
 
Before we jump into the next verse, I think it is important to think about who Peter is 
talking to- He has written this letter to the early Christians in Asia Minor. His audience 
are new Christians that scholars suggest have come from both Jewish and gentile 
backgrounds. They are likely a minority in their respective communities and until 
becoming Christians they had been living within the cultural norms that existed within 
the Roman Empire. Some of these early Christians would have been used to 
celebrating pagan rituals. In their Christian transformation, they may have been 
coming under some ridicule for not participating in the usual ways of their neighbours 
and friends. Peter is paralleling their suffering with the suffering of Christ and 
encouraging them to live in a counter cultural way- in this upside down kingdom way.  
 
Peter says. 3 For you have spent enough time in the past doing what pagans choose 
to do—living in debauchery, lust, drunkenness, orgies, carousing and detestable 
idolatry. 4 They are surprised that you do not join them in their reckless, wild living, and 
they heap abuse on you.  
 



Perhaps this is referring to involvement in Pagan rituals that were about indulging 
excess. Peter is saying you’re done with that. Verse 4 in some translations refers to a 
Flood of dissipation which essentially means wastefulness. Peter is saying you’ve 
spent enough time living that way- in fact you’ve wasted enough time doing that- it is 
time to be transformed for something more important. So, this behaviour that may 
have been celebrated as customary living among the gentiles is now dismissed as a 
waste of time.  
 
Peter is contrasting an old life organised around indulging every desire (which may 
actually sound pretty appealing) with a new life that may actually involve suffering- 
something we don’t typically seek out. But here, Peter is saying that when we have 
the attitude of Christ in this upside down kingdom of Heaven that suffering can be 
transformative.  
 
He then goes on to say in vs 5 But they will have to give account to him who is ready 
to judge the living and the dead. 
 
Reminding these early believers that today’s desires are not the most important thing. 
That ultimately we are held accountable for the way we live.  
 
So there is theme of time running through this passage. Referring to a then and now 
and a going forward. do not live the rest of their earthly lives this way. Stop wasting 
time with things that interfere with enacting the will of God. It’s now time to say no 
longer. The message is that it is not how we lived yesterday, but how we live today 
and tomorrow that matters, and in the future we will all be held accountable.  
 
And this is emphasised in vs 7 7 The end of all things is near.  
Now this can seem a little apocalyptic, and like an indication that the world is about to 
end, but I think we need to ask what “the end” and “near” mean in this passage.  
The end, can signify death or something dread and final, but it can also refer to a goal. 
The end can represent something to celebrate. The achievement or a completion of 
something. I’ve done a few half and full marathons and the idea that the end is near is 
something that brings me joy and hope. To know that my suffering(all be it- self-
inflicted) will soon be over.  
I think what Peter is trying to convey here is that the Kingdom of God, which is in action 
here on earth will be actualised, completed and fullfilled. That the goal of everything 
that is God’s will is coming- and it’s not so far away.  
 
So, if we are living in this upside down kingdom, sometimes suffering for the counter 
cultural way that we are called to live, we are moving ever closer to the goal- of God’s 
will being fulfilled here on earth. 
 
And then we get another therefore- so here is the action that that requires. Because 
we are on this journey toward the fulfilment of Gods kingdom, how should we be?   
 
Peter says: Therefore be alert and of sober mind so that you may pray. 
 
So, now is not the time to drop your focus. Keeping with the marathon analogy, when 
the end isn’t too far away, it isn’t time to let go of your focus. It’s a time to really focus 
your energy on reaching the goal. Knowing the end is near can give you a second 



wind, a boost of a sense of achievement and purpose to get over the finish line. So 
Peter, is saying that we need to be focused so we can pray and be part of enacting 
gods will here on earth.  
 
And then we get an “Above all” which is always a good indicator of something that is 
the most important. Here Peter says 

 

Above all, love each other deeply, because love covers over a multitude of sins. 9 Offer 
hospitality to one another without grumbling. 10 Each of you should use whatever gift 
you have received to serve others, as faithful stewards of God’s grace in its various 
forms. 11 If anyone speaks, they should do so as one who speaks the very words of 
God. If anyone serves, they should do so with the strength God provides, so that in all 
things God may be praised through Jesus Christ.  
 
So Peter is telling these new Christians how to live in this counter cultural Kingdom. 
How to maintain this new reformed way of being. He is telling these people, that live 
in a world ruled by Caesar- that as Christians they should live in an alternative 
dominion- the Kingdom of God. Instead of living in a world where power and privilege 
are status based, that these people that love God should be others-focused. They 
should serve without reference to status and with unwavering love. In the Roman world 
ruled by hierarchy and status, the idea that every believer was a servant to every other 
believer was completely upside down 
 
And I think this applies just as much to us in our world 2000 years later. We also live 
in a world ruled by hierarchy and status and it is easy to live according to those rules 
which don’t always look the same as the those of this upside down kingdom. 
  
But Peter gives us the essential ingredients of how to live this way:  
1st and most importantly, we are to love one another deeply because love covers over 
a multitude of sins.  
Our love, flowing from God’s love that has been given to us, should be extended to 
others. And to love another is to forgive them and so to cover up a multitude of sins. 
We are called to love with a love that is patient and enduring and unconditional. This 
can feel difficult to achieve, but I think something happens when we are the recipients 
of this kind of love. When our sins and shame are covered up by the grace and love 
of those around us, it catalyzes our ability to bestow this type of love to others. The 
forgiveness of sins by Jesus can seem like an abstract concept, but when we are 
forgiven by another person, when we are shown that Christ-like grace, it is a reflection 
of God’s perfect love and grace and it can spur us on to show that same kind of love 
that sees beyond any kind of perceived sin.  
 
We are also called to be graciously hospitable. Now extending hospitality can be costly 
and inconvenient and it can be something that we can do grudgingly if we feel taken 
advantage of or not appreciated for. But Peter calls us to live in world in which we 
extend hospitality freely and without grumbling. Maybe to do this we have to let go of 
what some of the world tells us hospitality requires. Maybe we don’t need to have a 
fancy house to do this or be an amazing chef, maybe we just need to be willing to 
share what we have with others because that is what Jesus would do.  
 



Finally, we are called to use ours gifts to serve others, as faithful stewards of God’s 
grace- and we are told that this comes in various forms. I think what this means is that, 
how we each live out the Kingdom of Heaven doesn’t have to look exactly the same. 
We are all different and we’ve all been given different gifts. The key is to use what 
you’ve been blessed with to do God’s will on earth. And essentially, whatever we do, 
we should do, not depending on our own strength or skills, but with the strength that 
God provides.  
 
This whole loving and forgiving and serving thing can sound really really hard, but the 
things is, we don’t do it alone. Thankfully, it is God who strengths us to do His will to 
bring about his kingdom here on earth. We just need to be willing to serve in his 
kingdom and we will be blessed and be able to bless others.  
 
 
 
 


